
Dr. A. A. Banks, Jr., Pastor 
Second Baptist Church of Detroit 
44 1 Monroe Avenue 
Detroit 26, Michigan 

Dear Dr. Banks and Congregation: 

On returning to my office I found your letter with the enclosed check of one 
thousand five hundred fifty-seven dollars and thirty-six cents ($1,557.36) from 
Second Baptist Chucrh on my desk. Words are inadequate for me to express my 
appreciation and the appreciation of the whole Negro citizenry of Montgomery 
for this great contribution. It comes at a time of real financial need. 

I think I am correct in saying that Second Baptist Church has contributed more 
to the work of the Montgomery Improvement Association than any single church 
in America. You can never know what this means to us. Your moral support and 
Christian generosity are of inestimable value in the continuance of our humble 
efforts. We will long remember your coming to our aid at this time and your real 
dedication to the cause of freedom. Those of us who stand amid the tragic mid- 
night of man’s inhumanity to man are given new courage when we discover that 
there are men and women of goodwill willing to support us in the struggle. Your 
generous support will remain in our thoughts so long as the cords of memory 
shall lengthen. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLRmlb 
enclosure 1 Receipt # 6398 

THLc. DABCC. 

From William Robert Miller 

25 February 1957 
Nyack, N.Y. 

Milk ,  editor of the Fellowship of Reconciliationk journal Fellowship, discusses the 
rivalry between Bayard Rustin and Glenn Smiky, both of whom had advised King 
during the Montgomery bus boycott. King replied on 23 Apn’l.’ 

25 Feb 
‘957 

1.  See p. 181 in this volume. 
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25 Feb The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Montgomery, Alabama 
1957 309 South Jackson Street 

Dear Dr. King: 

It has been many months since our last correspondence, and I have had to rely 
on Glenn Smiley and my friend Bayard Rustin to keep me informed.2 I thought 
it would not be amiss, however, for me to remind you that your work is never far 
from my thoughts. My excuse for writing is to send you the enclosed clipping 
from Stimme der Gemeinde, Martin Niemoller’s magazine, reporting the bomb- 
ing of [Robert] Graetz’ and Aber- nathy’s homes3 

A better reason for my writing, however, follows. I do not expect to remain 
much longer on the staff of the FOR, since commuting from my home in the city 
is such a nuisance. While I hope to be able to continue making a voluntary con- 
tribution to FOR work, on the same basis that I have been contributing to LIB- 
ERATION, I see the prospect of my having a lessened opportunity to aid your 
movement. 

If there is anything that I can do personally to give direct assistance to the 
movement you are leading, I hope you will tell me about it. The enclosed 
brochures are my own work of writing and design-if you ever have need for 
something of this sort to be issued by the Committee on Nonviolent Integration, 
&c, I’m sure I could find time to handle it for 

It is probably not for me to say this, but as a conscientious individual and aside 
from any organizational ties, I have been a little worried about the rivalry between 
Glenn Smiley and Bayard Rustin in their approach to you. It seems to me that 
both men can make a valuable contribution to your movement provided they do 
n o t  operate  at cross purposes  to o n e  a n o t h e r .  I have s p o k e n  to b o t h  of t h e m  with- 

out result. I have the advantage of not having been involved in the past causes of 
this rivalry, but I am disadvantaged by not being closely committed to either side. 
Bayard is a brilliant organizer; Glenn is a tireless worker. My feeling is that Glenn 
could be most helpful to you in his work among white Southerners and in the Ne- 
gro churches and colleges. At the same time, Bayard is an ace idea man, publi- 
cist and organizer. There ought to be a division of labor between them, and you 
are the only man who can effect it. This paragraph is in strictest confidence. Hav- 
ing talked to Bayard and Glenn already, I would not want them to feel that I 
had, so to speak, gone “over their heads.” The problem may already have oc- 

2. Miller and King had exchanged letters about King’s article for the May 1956 issue ofFeZlowship, 
which was based on Smiley’s interview with King (see King to Miller, 8 May 1956; Miller to King 
18 May 1956; and “Walk for Freedom,” May 1956, in Papers 3:24g, 262-263, and 277-280, 
respectively). 

3. “Zum Rassenproblem in den USA,” Stimmeder Gemeinde, 1 February 1957. German church leader 
Martin Niemdler spent much of World War I1 in Nazi concentration camps after organizing clerical 
opposition to Hitler. Following the war he became a prominent pacifist and later served as president 
of the World Council of Churches (1961-1968). 

4. The Committee for Nonviolent Integration was one of several New York-based groups that sup- 
ported the Montgomery bus boycott and other southern desegregation efforts. For more details, see 
Introduction in Papers 3: 18-19, and James Peck to King, 1 June 1956, in Papers 3:288-289. 142 
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curred to you, or perhaps there really is no problem. In any case, I feel I have 
done my duty all around by bringing the matter to your notice, and I leave it to 
your j ~ d g m e n t . ~  

I know you are extremely busy these days, but I hope I may sometime have the 
opportunity of meeting you. As I have said before, you will be most welcome at 
my home.* 

Sincerely, 
[signed] William Robert Miller 

26Feb 

1957 

*552 Riverside Drive, NY27, NY 
UNiversity 5 - 2 54 1 

THLS. MLW-MBU: Box 16. 

5. King’s secretary wrote “Please!” in the margin next to this paragraph. 

To Ralph Abernathy 

26 February 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In preparation for his trip to the Gold Coast, King suggests actions for MIA vice 
president Abernathy to take in his absence.’ 

MEMORANDUM: 
TO: Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy 
FROM: Rev. M. L. King, Jr., President 

1 .  I am providing a copy of the items included in the disposition of the station 
wagons. Rev. Glasco will mail a copy of this to each church with a statement as to 
what financial category they fit.* Please carry out the disposition of these station 
wagons as soon as possible. 

2. I have investigated Mrs. Rosa Parks’ situation very thoroughly. I find that she 
is in real need, and because of her tremendous self respect she has not already 

I .  Addressing a mass meeting at Maggie Street Baptist Church on the eve of his departure, King 
implored his supporters to remain nonviolent in his absence: “If I should hear while I am gone to the 
African Gold Coast that Montgomery has been weak and that you have gone for your guns and done 
the deed of violence, I would be so ashamed I might not even want to come back again” (Ernest L. 
Zaugg, “The South Has a New Leader Trained at B.U.,” Boston GZobe, IO  March 1957). 

2. R. J. Glasco was King’s MIA executive assistant. An MIAmemorandum dated 27 February 1957 
provided details about the disposition of the group’s nineteen station wagons. Churches were ex- 
pected to pay between two hundred and four hundred and fifty dollars for each station wagon based 
on the congregation’s financial contribution to the MIA during the previous year. ‘43 
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